
Syllable division does not need to be confusing and full of exceptions.
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Lesson 1  - KN (like in knit)
Lesson 2  - Suffix -ING
Lesson 3  - Open and closed syllables 
Lesson 4 - EW (like in screw and few)
Parent guide to syllable division
Lesson 5  - Syllable division (closed syllables)
Lesson 6  - Y (long e like in many) 
Lesson 7  - AL (like in salt)
Lesson 8 - OU (/aw/ like in thought)
Lesson 9 - IE (like in pie and thief)
Lesson 10 - Syllable division (open syllables)
Lesson 11 - Syllable division (double letters)
Lesson 12 - Syllable division (consonant digraphs)
Lesson 13 - UE (like in blue and hue)
Lesson 14 - ER, IR, OR, UR (controlled r)
Lesson 15 - Syllable division double R (like in carrot)
Lesson 16 - Soft C
Lesson 17 - Schwa (like in brother and washes)
Lesson 18 - Schwa (consonant + le)
Lesson 19 - NG in multisyllable words (like mango) 

What’s covered in Stage 3:

Lesson 20 - MB (like in lamb)
Lesson 21 - Soft G
Lesson 22 - AU 
Lesson 23 - EI (like in eight)
Lesson 24 - EAR (like in earth and heart)
Lesson 25 - EY (like in they and key)
Lesson 26 - ALL in multisyllable words (like gallon)
Lesson 27 - Y (like in gym and type)
Lesson 28 - OU (like in touch)
Lesson 29 - Is it a controlled R?
Lesson 30 - WR
Lesson 31 - UI
Lesson 32 - GN
Lesson 33 - OU (like in dough)
Lesson 34 - PH
Lesson 35 - Decoding words with -tion
Lesson 36 - Decoding double C
Lesson 37 - Syllable division 3+ syllable words
Stories

37 lessons · 122 days · 10-20 minutes a day



How to use:

The  activities give your child a chance to 
practice reading the newly learned sound.

Finish every lesson with a tightly controlled reader, 
found at the back of the book.

Step 2: Complete the activities

Step 3: Readers

Step 1: Teach or review the  lesson

A quick and focused introduction (or review) 
of a new concept.

If your child requires a bit of extra practice with 
sounds, use our downloadable flashcard games at the 

start of your lesson. 

These games offer a fun way to help review and 
reinforce digraph sounds without relying on tedious 

flashcard drills.

Sound Games (if necessary)

Use the games pack



How to use the readers:
Morphology:

Comprehension Questions:

The Story:

Summary:

Before you read, complete a morphology activity.

These activities are designed to familiarise your child 
with prefixes and suffixes as they head toward 
independent reading at the end of Stage 3.

Stage 3 readers span multiple days, mimicking the 
experience of reading real books.

After you read, answer the comprehension questions.

These questions are designed to check your child's 
understanding of the story.

As all the stories in Stage 3 span multiple days, your child 
will be asked to summarise the whole story once they've 
completed reading it.

This activity tests your child's recall and helps them 
develop an important skill of retelling a story in their own 
words.



Lots of review activities on every page:

Lots of practice with syllable division:

Syllable division doesn't need to be confusing and full of exceptions.

Our method is based on the natural cadence of speech — the way 
the mouth moves around a vowel, not vowel length.

There's no arbitrary shifting of consonants to fit a desired vowel sound, 
because syllables have a specific cadence when spoken — our 
syllable division guide matches that cadence.

Stage 3's incremental, step-by-step guide eliminates most exceptions, 
including teaching your child how to recognise whether a word 
contains a controlled R sound, and how to handle double consonants 
like RR and CC — equipping your child with skills to easily decode 3+ 
syllable words.



A clear path to a confident and independent reader:

This is where you finish at the end of Stage 3:

Get it today

Stage 3 is the final book in the program and completes your child's 
phonics instruction.

It introduces the remaining digraphs, soft C + G, then builds on the 
schwa. 

A major focus of Stage 3 is syllable division, the final step in learning to 
decode longer, more complex words.

The Art of Reading includes: an easy-to-use parent guide, all activity 
pages, and readers in one single book.

We also provide your child with a guided transition path into real books.

Upon completion of Stage 3, your child will be ready to move into 
independent (but supervised) reading of picture books like Lyle, Lyle, 
Crocodile, and then into early chapter books like Paddington.



Placement Test:

My child Knows:

All the concepts introduced in Stage 2

Knows what sound the Schwa makes

Knows how to read silent e words with 
suffix -s

Can spot individual words within 
compound words.

Has started sounding out and reading 
simple 2 syllable words like “kitten”

Knows how to tell the difference 
between Silent e words and short vowel 
words with suffix -ed 

Knows how to read “gh”

The kitten’s mom came into the room. She saw the big 
mess on the wall.

“What is all of this? Why are there paw prints on the 
wall?”

“Look! I can draw with my paws! I am painting,” said 
the kitten.

“No, you made a mess. You are staining the wall,” said 
her mom.

“I saw no note to say, ‘No painting on the wall’,” whined
the kitten.

“You will wash it right away,” said the kitten’s mom.

“Washing? But that’s not as fun as painting. I want to 
draw!” whined the kitten.
“Go wash your paws and claws. You need to clean up.”

The kitten fetched a bucket, a wet cloth, and some 
soap. She scrubbed and rubbed the wall.

Pink smeared. Yellow washed off. The gray clouds were 
all gone.

When it was done, there were no more paw prints on 
the wall.

“Next time, use a canvas,” said her mom.

If there are knowledge gaps, please take the time to fill those before proceeding 
to stage 3. 

If your child does not have the stamina to complete the passage or summarise it. 
Please work on stamina before starting Stage 3.

If your child is still segmenting one syllable words, please work on fluency before 
starting Stage 3.

Has the stamina 
to read finish this 
passage in one 
go.

Summarise 
the story.

Decode 
every word in 
this reader.

 My child can:

This is a double length 
reader at the very end of 

Stage 2, it is meant to 
challnge your child.

(readers are normally half 
this length)

Fllency and comprehension 
are the biggest determiner 

to starting stage 3.


