
Stage 2 Information 

Phonics lessons don’t have to end in tears.

Reading
The Art of

and placement test



CVC, CVCC, CCVC Fluency Building
Lesson 1  - AR (like in cart) 
Lesson 2  - SCHWA (like in come and does) 
Lesson 3  - OU (like in house) 
Lesson 4  - WH  
Lesson 5  - OU (like in you and should) 
Lesson 6  - Y (long i like in fly) 
Lesson 7  - CH 
Lesson 8  - Long i and o (like in find and most) 
Lesson 9  - OR (like in fort) 
Lesson 10 - Silent e
Lesson 11 - TH (like in thumb)
Lesson 12 - OW (like in owl and snow)
Lesson 13 - AI
Lesson 14 - AIR (like in pair)
Lesson 15 - ARE (like in care)
Lesson 16 - Suffix -ed (short vowel words)
Lesson 17 - Syllables (compound words)
Lesson 18 - OUR (like in four)

What’s covered in Stage 2:

Lesson 19 - EA (long and short e)
Lesson 20 - EAR (like in ear and pear)
Lesson 21 - Suffix -ed (silent e words)
Lesson 22 - NG 
Lesson 23 - OA & OE
Lesson 24 - OAR
Lesson 25 - OI (and OY)
Lesson 26 - AW 
Stories

26 lessons · 115 days · 10-15 minutes a day



How to use:

The  activities give your child a chance to 
practice reading the newly learned sound.

Finish every lesson with a tightly controlled reader, 
found at the back of the book.

Step 2: Complete the activities

Step 3: Readers

Step 1: Teach or review the  lesson

A quick and focused introduction (or review) 
of a new concept.

If your child requires a bit of extra practice with 
sounds, use our downloadable flashcard games at the 

start of your lesson. 

These games offer a fun way to help review and 
reinforce digraph sounds without relying on tedious 

flashcard drills.

Sound Games (if necessary)

Use the games pack



How to use the readers:
Grammar:

Comprehension Questions:

Markers:

The Story:

Art of Reading explicitly teaches grammar throughout 
Stage 2, as it relates to reading.

Stage 2 readers span multiple days, mimicking the 
experience of reading real books.

After you read, answer the comprehension questions.

These questions are designed to check your child's 
understanding of the story.

When learning to read, children often forget that 
digraphs or certain letter combinations make a 
particular sound. Digraphs are underlined when first 
introduced, to help your child spot and easily 
distinguish them from other letters.

An arrow is used to remind your child that the silent e 
affects the pronunciation of the vowel before it.

Indicates reading direction.



Lots of review activities on every page:

Progression:

Stage 2 is the meatiest of all three stages, this is where the bulk of 
digraphs and diphthongs are taught to your Kindergartener/1st Grader.

The first four weeks focus entirely on building fluency of CVC words 
and consolidation from Stage 1. After finishing Stage 1, children very 
often need an intentional break from new concepts and dedicated 
time to reinforce what they've already learned. Stage 2 starts with CVC 
fluency practice in the readers, while CVCC and CCVC words are 
slowly introduced in the activities.

From there, the program introduces digraphs and diphthongs within 
one-syllable words, followed by silent e words with long vowels. Stage 
2 concludes by introducing compound words — the easiest 
multisyllable words to read — along with the suffix -ed, teaching your 
child to differentiate between a short vowel word and a silent e word 
ending in -ed.



What to expect by the end of stage 2:

First and last readers of Stage 2:

Get it today

By the end of Stage 2, your first grader should be reading one-syllable 
words fairly fluently, without needing to sound out each letter.

They will naturally be working toward reading easily decodable two-
syllable words and will be ready to start syllable division and advanced, 
layered phonics concepts in Stage 3.



Placement Test:

My child Knows:

Letter o can make the /oo/ sound like 
in “to”

Letter U can make the short /oo/
sound like in “put”

Digraph QU like in “quick”

Can decode two letter words with 
long vowel sounds like  “he” “we” ”be”

Digraph SH like in “fish”

Letter S as /z/ like in “has”

Digraph TH like in “this”

Digraph EE like in “see”

Diphthong AY like in “pay”

Digraph OO like in “pool” and “cook”

Digraph CK like in “pack”

W affects pronunciation of A like in 
“”wash” or “was”

A before double L makes the sound 
/aw/ like in “call”

1.    A queen sits in the hall. She has six men.

2.   “I have a quest,” says the queen.  

3.   “I need a man to go to the woods.”

4.   “He must get a quill,” she says.

5.   “The quill must be from a duck that quacks.”

6.   “That man has to be quick,” she adds.

7.   “He must get it fast, as the duck may peck him!”

8.  All the men nod.

9.  They do not want the duck to peck them.

10.  “I am that man,” says one man.

11.   “I will go to the woods on this quest!” he adds.

Please note: Reading does not have to be perfectly smooth.
Segmenting is still expected at this stage.

If you have completed TGAB K or AAR 1, your child should be fine to move into Stage 2, please fill any gaps before you start.

Has the stamina 
to read all 11 
lines in one go.

Summarise 
the story.

Decode 
every word in 
this reader.

 My child can:

If your child can do 
everything on this list you 

can start Stage 2.

If your child can read the 
passage and summarise but 
doesn’t know some of the 
concepts, please fill those 

gaps before you start
Stage 2.

If your child does not have 
the stamina or can’t 

summarise the story, you will 
need to complete Stage 1.


